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‘ ET\ NOTES FROM PASTOR STUART

Summer Camp- Results May Vary

Summer time is a special time for youth groups as they set out on few long road trips in

search of a spiritual experience which will have profound implications for the future of thei

r

High School and Jr. High students. In a lot of ways, some of the experiences that students have

at this time in their lives will have lasting results that will spill over into their adult livesa A

senior in High School | sat in the auditorium at Hume Lake in 1996 and realized for the first
time that | needed to give not only my heart to Jesus Christ, but my future hopes and dreams as
well. I am sure that | had heard a similar message before from my youth pastor many times

over, but for some reason it finally hit me, when | heard it from a complete stranger (whos

e

name | cannot recall to this day). And while the details of who preached still elude me to|this

day, | can remember with vivid clarity the message that God used to speak to me that symmer. It
was at that moment that | asked God for the first time, “What do you want to do with my life?” |
had never really asked that question of God before, either because | was afraid of the answer or

because | had never thought to ask it. While | realize that sending a student to a summer

camp

doesn’t always produce the same results every time for every student, | think the chance that it

might have this kind of life changing impact is worth the time, effort, and money.

For the pastf months our students have been scraping, saving, working, and generally
fighting for every dollar they can in order to earn enough money to go to Summer Camp. Much

of that blood, sweat, and tears has been to ensure that they will have a “good time” at arn

incredibly dynamic and exciting camp (whether Hume Lake or our Jr. High camp). What they
don't realize is that they have also been working toward a time when

God will have opportunity to speak to them in a very profound way.

believe that is why we as a youth group have been working so diligently

to raise money, and why | believe many of you have so generously

contributed your money, time, and resources to this end. My hopel|is

that God will use this time to speak to these kids in a way that many of

them have never experienced before.

In some ways the time that we spend at retreats parallels the story of the transfiguration jof Jesus

which Peter, James, and John experienced. Three of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke)

record the incident for us emphasizing the importance of this amazing experience. What|t

hey

saw was a divine revelation of Jesus Christ, not unlike the profound impact that many students
experience at youth retreats when they are confronted with the truth of Jesus Christ’s claim on
their lives. The disciples also went up on a mountain away from their normal, daily lives as our
students are going to do. And they came back down the mountain changed men, as | have
witnessed the lifehanging experiences that students have had over the years. Some refer to this

kind of phenomena as a “mountain top” experience. The disciples didn’'t want to leave (i.e

Peter’s desire to build three tents for Jesus, Moses, & Elijah), and many times students don’t

want to leave either when it is all over.
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\ e NOTES FROM PASTOR STUART Cont.

Having been a part of many camp experiences as a youth pastor, | have
seen firsthand the value of youth camps and | would like to relate to you why |
believe they have the impact on students that they do. First, they provide an
opportunity for us to spend a concentrated amount of time with kids, and build
relationships with them. You may not believe that we want to live with teenagers
in a small cabin, in difficult living conditions, for days on end, but we love
students and we can’t wait to spend time with them because it gives us opportunity
to have an impact on their lives for Christ. What other time do we have to spend
prolonged times of fellowship with students, speaking about spiritual matters and
challenging them to live for God? Summer camps often provide the avenue for that
kind of situation to happen. Second, it gets kids away from all the influences of the world ¢héa|hpt

distract them from concentrating solely on their walk with the Lord: cell phones, iPods, TV, neagazin

the internet, friends, school, sports, etc. Those things are not inherently evil, but they oftén lssep

students away from spiritual things and tend to keep them focused on the temporal and earthdg pleasu

which do not lead toward a close relationship to God. Third, it exposes kids to profound biadicadge

in concentrated times, which are aimed at challenging them to live more passionately for @hrist. It

amazing to see how God uses gifted preachers and teachers of His word to shatter pride, rearran

priorities, and strip away sin from the lives of people. However, what is even more amazing isdw se

ge

non-responsive some students are to the same old routine of church life. Sometimes God has to take a
spiritual tweby-four and crack us on the head to get our attention. Even great preaching can be nullified

by the ears which have become dull of hearing (Heb-6:2)L Solomon warned his own son saying, “1
complacency of fools will destroy them” (Prov 1:32). | don’t want you to misunderstand what | am
saying, because | don't think Summer Camps are the end all be all of the Christian life. |gusttheli
in youth ministry they serve an important role in capturing the attention of students, and ldma@ade
use them mightily in the lives of many students | have pastored. | think this is important to saayso
that you can understand why we have pushed our students so hard and asked them to spend tlfie
money they have to participate in our summer camps.

With all that said, | would just ask that you pray for our students while they are at our sun

he

amount o

mer

camps this year. Our desire is to see God really grab hold of their lives and impact them imargerma

way for the kingdom of God. Our High School students will be going to Hume Lake on Jiydrid
our Jr. High students will be camping from Augusi.We expect great things from our time at both

camps, and we are praying God will leave a lasting impression on their hearts. | know that smme of y

can relate, because God has used experiences like this in your own life; while others of yaupigve
slowly grown up in the church through the consistent and faithful teaching of the truth. Whichgver

God has worked in your life we give God the glory and pray optimistically for the future of oantstud

Let me also take the opportunity to thank you for your kindness and generosity in contributirjciom
student’s ability to go to camp. It has not gone unnoticed and is very appreciated. Our praygois th
giving will be used for the furtherance of God'’s kingdom, and we trust that this is your prayak. as w
In Christ,

Stuart
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A 90th Birthday Party in honor of Edith Burnett

Where: FBC
When: Sunday evening July 11th

(After the evening service)

How: RSVP to:
Ralph & Shannon 2%
@ (530) 26875166 &=

FBC’s...
Family Camping Trip

July 22nd-25th
Scott’s Flat,
Near Nevada City

Camping reservations have been
completed, but we encourage you to
come out for the day and share some

fun and fellowship with
your church family.

For directions or additional information contact
Debby McAdams at (916)652050
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Pray for our Missionaries

Mark & Debbie ChristophefrSouth Africa
Exalting Christ Ministries International
710 Broadway St.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Steve & Laura Reed

Cambodia, Vietnam & Turkey Greg & Aida Force, N.Y.

Beyond Partnership Campus Crusade for Christ
P.O. Box 5180 PO Box 628222
Sacramento, CA 95817 Orlando FL 32862

Jack SmithUganda Paulo & Ireni Mota, Brazil
World Venture World Venture
1501 W. Mineral Ave. 1501 W. Mineral Ave.
Littleton, CO 80120 Littleton, CO 80120

Tim & Carol ConradU.S. and Mexico  Paul & Betty Freeman, CA

Uncharted Waters Sports Ministry Christian Worker’s Fellowship Fn
2501 W. Colorado Ave. #204 Box 1117
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 Lawrence, KS 66044
Steve & Kim ClarkMexico and Africa  Jesse & Sandy Smitbsa & c. A.
Sports Outreach Institute Message of Life
P.O. Box 11855 58607 Road 601
Lynchburg, VA 24506 Ahwahnee, CA 93601
Jose Esparzavexico Groups Supported by FBC:
Missions Baptist Faith & Hope Min. Gideons / Salvation Army
300 S. 4th St. Next Generation Churches
Yuma, AZ 853646034 Union Gospel Mission
Child Evangelism Fellowship
Jacob & Judy Cohen, Israel Evangelical Hospita-Guinea, Aft
Friends of Israel Sports Outreach Institute, Kenya

P.0O.Box 116, Lightfoot, VA 23090
Mailing address: P.O. Box 4013, Nes Ziona, Israel
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Junior High Youth Lake Day
High School TBD

Youth Group Wednesdays, 7 pm —
Sunday Mornings 9 am—
Studying the book of Matthew

BBQ & POOL
PARTY
July 7th 6 pm @
The Campbell’s

May possibly be re-scheduled to the 21st....
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HS Summer Camp July 11337
Hume Lake

JH Summer Camp August 1-5
Sunset Beach State Park




o July Anniversaries ®

1st Dave & Nancy Deniston
Matthew & Lindsay Lella

‘ Jordan & Melinda Minyard

3rd Gene & Georgia Schroeder
12th Alan and Becky Anderson

July Birthdays

2 Frank Martello 18 Gary Bundeson
Mlke Smith 19 Simon Eichman
6 Edith Burnett * 23 Nancy Eason
L_uke Fraser 25 Joan Beattie
7 Billy Hanks, Jr. 27 Ken Taylor
8 Richard Dobbins Dessie Clark
9 V|n-ce Palz_ 29 Kiyoko Mutttart
13 Willene Niegel 31 Amanda Timmerman

FBC office will be closed
Friday, July 2nd & Monday July 5th
In Honor Of

Independence Day
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